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Sheria plain is absolutely unique, since it is in a position
to supply Egypt and Jaffa with early-producing crops,
which are certain to be very profitable.
While the rivers of Syria are not suitable for naviga-
tion, the Dead Sea can be utilized for this purpose,
affording transportation with regard to the crops of
Kerek and of Jerusalem and Jaffa.
Mesopotamia is a world by itself. Here scientific irri-
gation was first practiced. It is an historical fact, that
at a time when the lands in Egypt were irrigated by
means of inundations, this country was employing far
advanced methods. Ors—the old Turkish word for
dikes—were constructed during the reign of Orkhan and
Samirkhan who ruled there before the Babylonians and
the Assyrians.
Although the principal basins are those of the Tigris
and the Euphrates, the Diala, a branch of the Tigris,
should not be overlooked because it supplies forty-two
cubic meters at low water, which is entirely utilized. In
Mesopotamia there is almost no rainfall except in cer-
tain easterly places. Nothing grows in this country with-
out irrigation, but analyses show that when irrigated it
becomes as fertile as Egypt. Fertilizers are unnecessary
for many years, as the lands have not been cultivated for
centuries. There grow the famous rice (amberbu),
cotton, and dates.
Navigation is good as far as Baghdad; it can be con-
tinued to Samarra and Tikrit at little expense. The
Euphrates can be adapted for steamer navigation. Com-
munications would be further developed if a large inte-
rior harbor were established at Korna, where the rivers
join; in fact, this matter was considered when the con-
struction of the existing irrigation works and also proj-
ects for future constructions were prepared. In the
Hejaz there is no water even for drinking purposes. As
for the Yemen, remains of old dikes show that reservoirs

